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ROHNERT PARK – On 8/30/2018 at 4:58 PM, the Rohnert Park Dispatch Center received two calls of a 
pedestrian that “walked” in front of the SMART train at the Golf Course Dr. Crossing.  Officers were in the area 
and arrived two minutes later. 
 
Upon arriving, the officers located a 29 year old male laying away from the track near the fence.  After checking 
the man, officers determined he was deceased.  His identity will not be released until next of kin is notified. 
 
Investigators arrived on scene and identified all 84 passengers of the train as well as several other witnesses 
that were in the area when the event took place.  One witness told investigators the male was walking on the 
sidewalk east with his head down looking at something in his hands.  The witness also described what 
appeared to be head phones on the man’s ears as he was walking.  The witness said he saw the train coming 
north bound and was surprised the man continued walking.  The witness said he heard the train horn sounding 
as it was approaching.  According to the witness, it did not appear the man tried to stop walking and ended up 
in the path of the train. 
 
Investigators interviewed the train engineer who said he briefly saw the man walking towards the track.  Due 
to the close proximity of the track, the engineer sounded the horn in an attempt to get the pedestrians attention.  
The engineer activated the emergency braking system and the train came to a stop approximately 300 feet 
from the point of impact. 
 
All of the passengers were allowed off the train and escorted to the Park and Ride where they got alternative 
transportation.  Two passengers who were on their way to the Sonoma County Airport for a flight, were given 
a ride by a Rohnert Park Public Safety Officer so they were sure to make their flight. 
 
Rohnert Park Traffic Investigators along with SMART officials conducted an investigation as to the rail system 
and warning devices both at the crossing and on the train.  It was determined all warning systems were 
activated and functional at the crossing.  Although the train was travelling into a “quiet zone”; which does not 
require the train horn to sound, it was determined the engineer sounded the train horn in an effort to alert the 
pedestrian.  Officials inspected the exterior and interior of the SMART train and determined all warning 
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systems on the train were activated and functional.  The speed of the train is unknown at this time.  
Investigators are working to get an electronic data module from the train which records input from the engineer.  
 
This case is still being investigated in cooperation with SMART as well as the Sonoma County Sheriff’s 
Department.  Any information can be reported to the Rohnert Park Department of Public Safety Investigations 
Bureau (707-584-2630).   
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